
Biking and Driving Tour:

Civil War & 
Abolitionism 

in Lynn

“Soldiers’ Monument, library and common, Lynn, Mass.” (1885), Methuen Historical Collection. Retrieved from Digital Commonwealth, https://ark.digitalcommonwealth.org/
ark:/50959/2r36v5002



The Civil War & Abolitionism tour was created 
by Lynn Historian Patricia Lee for “Lynn’s 150th 
Civil War” celebration in 2012. This tour was 
digitized and updated by Essex Heritage in 2020 
for Trails & Sails.

The events of the Civil War and the ongoing efforts of the abolitionist move-
ment in the 1860s brought tremendous transformations to the United States.  
Lynn particularly was home to many Union soldiers and abolitionists who were 
active at this time.  These individuals were committed to preserving the union 
of the nation and abolishing the practice of slavery across the county.  This his-
tory reached beyond the immediate years of the Civil War.  Decades before the 
institution of slavery officially ended in the U.S. in 1865, abolitionist leaders in 
Lynn spoke against the evils of slavery, founded anti-slavery societies, and aided 
enslaved people in their escapes through the Underground Railroad.  After 
the war’s end, the city continued to reaffirm the ideals of union and freedom 
through the construction of monuments and commemoration of Lynn’s part in 
the Civil War. 

This tour takes one past many sites tied to the Civil War and abolitionist his-
tories of Lynn.  Over 150 years later, some of these places resemble how they 
would have appeared in the nineteenth century, while others would be almost 
unrecognizable.  The path is roughly 7 miles and can be reached by bike or ve-
hicle.  Follow the directions attached to this document to explore each of these 
locations and the stories they tell. 



The Grand Army of the Republic, Post #5, named for Briga-
dier-General Frederick W. Lander has been in existence 
in Lynn since 1867 and at its present location on Andrew 
Street since 1885, when the membership raised $37,000 to 
buy land and build it.  It is believed to be the last G.A.R. 
Hall remaining in its original condition in the state and 1 of 
only 13 remaining in the country.  It was one of the largest, 
being home to 1,243 members whose portraits grace the 
walls.  Two of its members fought as part of the famous 
Massachusetts 54th Black Regiment featured in the movie 
“Glory.”  They are Private Joseph H. Butler and Private John 
Stackhouse.  The 54th Regiment of which they were a part 
was the first military unit to recruit Black soldiers during 
the Civil War.  Among the G.A.R.’s varied collections are:  
the Capstan of the U.S.S. Kearsage, which stands in the 
middle of the meeting hall, a stuffed bald eagle, a mascot 
belonging to a Wisconsin regiment, a cannonball from the 
Battle of Spotsylvania, documents signed by Abraham Lin-
coln, and the last flag to fly over Richmond, Virginia from 
the Civil War.

2. Grand army of the Republic
lander post #5 

-------
58 Andrew Street

The Civil War monument, in City Hall Square, was 
sculpted in Munich, Germany by John Adams Jack-
son and dedicated on September 17, 1873 to the 283 
Lynn men who died in the Civil War for the Union.  
The cost of $30,000 was appropriated by the Lynn 
City Council.

It is comprised of three bronze figures.  The highest 
represents the City of Lynn; the south side (nearest 
St. Mary’s) is Athena, the goddess of war; the north 
side is Justice.

1. Civil War Monument
------- 
City Hall Square

In 1919, because of dwindling membership, 
they gave the Post to the City of Lynn, who 
promised to “maintain it forever and a day.”  It 
is on the National Register of Historic Places.

“Soldier’s Monument, Lynn,” Lynn Public Library. Retrieved 
from NOBLE Digital Heritage, https://digitalheritage.noblenet.
org/noble/items/show/1415.



The Lynn Lyceum Hall was built in 1841 
on the corner of Market Street and Sum-
mer Street.  The streets no longer intersect 
today, but the building stood not far from 
the present corner of Market and Tremont 
Streets.  It was the site of many types of 
events.  Primarily, it was the venue where 
many famous abolitionist leaders came 
to speak, such as the Grimké sisters and 
Theodore Dwight Weld.  It burned down 
in 1868.

3. The lyceum hall
------- 
Market Street

4. EASTERN RAILROAD VERSUS  
FREDERICK DOUGLASS

------- 
Union Street

Before the Civil War the Eastern Railroad, as 
many other Northern Railroads, designated Af-
rican American passengers to so-called “negro 
cars”.  Frederick Douglass and his white friend, 
James N. Buffum, purchased first class tickets to 
ride from Lynn to Newburyport.  The conduc-
tor saw Frederick was not sitting in the “negro 
car” and ordered him to leave.  Mr. Douglass 
refused.  The conductor called two or three 
brakemen to forcibly remove Frederick Doug-
lass.  Later, Frederick explained what happened 
in his own words:  “When they took hold of me, 
I felt my hands instinctively clutch the arms of 
the seat where I sat, and I seemed to be very 
firmly attached to the place.”  When they finally 
were able to remove Frederick from the car, he 
took the seats along with him and left an empty 
space where the seats had been.  From then on 
the train refused to stop in Lynn, not wanting 
to tangle with Frederick Douglass again.  Lynn’s 
railroad station was located off of Union Street, 
near the present tracks.

“Lynn Station, Central Square, Boston & Maine Railroad,” Lynn Public Library. Retrieved from NOBLE 
Digital Heritage, https://digitalheritage.noblenet.org/noble/items/show/1671.

“Detail of: Plan of the City of Lynn Mass. from actual surveys” (Lynn, Mass.: Henry McIntyre, 
1852), Boston Public Library, http://maps.bpl.org/id/12853. Retrieved from Wikimedia Commons.



The Friends Meeting House first stood on 
Broad Street, but was moved in 1852.  It was 
the site of many abolition meetings.  Other 
than enslaved people themselves, Quakers 
represented some of the earliest opponents of 
slavery in America.  Many Quakers in Lynn 
followed this tradition, speaking frequently on 
abolitionism and supporting the Underground 
Railroad.  Men and women held separate 
meetings within the house, thus the separate 
front entrances to the building.  The property 
was sold in 1957 and the meeting house torn 
down.

5. FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE
------- 
Corner Silsbee and Friend Streets

6. OLD QUAKER BURIAL GROUND
------- 

Off Silsbee Street, Behind Former Meeting House

Behind the former Quaker Meeting House on 
Silsbee Street stands the Old Quaker Burial 
ground.  It dates from the 18th century and the 
names on some of the stones have faded with 
time.  Some even are toppled and broken.  It is 
a visual reminder of the time when the Quak-
ers split into two groups, the “New Lights” and 
the “Old Lights”.  

The groups divided over the question of wheth-
er or not they should go back to the original 
idea of Quakerism.  Abolitionism among 
Quakers grew out of the “New Light” Move-
ment in 1820.  It influenced Quakers to dis-
cover new interpretations of Scripture and to 
turn toward societal matters.  When each side 
was buried here they refused to be buried on 
the same side as the other.  Even their style of 
tombstone was different.

“Friends’ Religious Society, Silsbee Street” (n.d.), Lynn Public Library. Retrieved from Digital Common-
wealth, https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search/commonwealth-oai:tm70p5628.



Abby Kelley Foster, a famous abolitionist, 
was born in Pelham, Massachusetts on Janu-
ary 15, 1811, and later moved to Worcester.  
In 1836 she came to Lynn and boarded with 
Isaiah Chase, a Quaker shoemaker and his 
wife Eunice, along with their 29 year old 
daughter, Aroline near the corner of Broad 
and Nahant Streets.  This was convenient 
for her because it was across the street from 
the Friends’ Meeting House, at that time, 
and the Quaker school where she taught.  
She became the corresponding secretary for 
the Lynn Female Anti-Slavery Society and 
remained in Lynn until 1840.

7. Abby kelley foster house
------- 
15 Nahant Street

Frederick Douglass, a leading abolitionist 
who had escaped slavery, was probably the 
most influential Black American during the 
19th century.  From 1841-1845 he and his 
wife, Anna Murray, lived in Lynn.  Here he 
wrote “The Narrative of the Life of Freder-
ick Douglass, an American Slave.”  It was 
written during the winter of 1844-1845.  The 
Douglass family lived on Pearl Street (now, 
Baldwin Street), near the foot of High Street 
in the home of Abel Houghton.  Later, they 
moved to Newhall Street, then to Harrison 
Court off Market Street, where today is the 
alleyway in back of the VNA and MBTA 
Parking Garage.

8. Homes of frederick douglass
-----

Pearl Street (now, Baldwin Street)
Newhall Street

Harrison Court

“Abby Kelley Foster,” Portraits of American Abolitionists, 81.247, Collection of 
Massachusetts Historical Society.



High Rock was bought by Jesse Hutchinson 
in 1844.  He was the eldest of the famous 
Hutchinson Family Singers who traveled all 
over the country and Europe giving concerts.  
They sang songs about demon alcohol and 
the abolition of slavery.  Through their mes-
sages of liberty and equality, the Hutchinson 
family helped popularize abolitionism in the 
United States.  Jesse built a stone cottage in 
1845 at the base of High Rock and called it 
“Daisy Cottage.”  It was built with rock quar-
ried right on the property.  It was one of the 
first houses in the Highlands area of Lynn.  
Throughout the years, other members of the 
family built houses on the site, but only the 
Stone Cottage, as it became known, remains. 

10. STONE COTTAGE
------- 

High Rock Tower Park

Sometime after 1847, Jesse Hutchinson built 
a wooden tower on top of the rock, known as 
High Rock.  It had three stories with several 
flights of iron stairs.  It became a meeting 
place for Lynners.  The Hutchinson family 
entertained here with concerts.  The view 
from the top was spectacular.  At the end of 
the Civil War, some residents of Lynn made 
a bonfire of the tower to celebrate the end of 
the Civil War when word came down that 
Robert E. Lee had surrendered at Appomat-
tox.

9. HIGH ROCK TOWER
------- 
High Rock Tower Park

“High Rock Tower and Hutchinson Cottages” (c. 1864), The Lynn Museum. Retrieved from North Shore Com-
munity College, http://myweb.northshore.edu/users/ccarlsen/poetry/lynn/p_highrock_cottages.html.



Lynn’s Civil War veterans raised the money for the 
impressive soldier’s monument now standing in the 
Grand Army of the Republic lot.  It was dedicated in 
1905 and replaced a smaller, urn-topped monument 
that had stood there for several decades.  The inscrip-
tion on it reads, “By Their Deeds the Nation Lives.” 

12. CIVIL WAR SOLDIER’S 
MONUMENT

------- 
Pine Grove Cemetery

Lydia Estes Pinkham is better known for her 
famous Vegetable Compound that “cured” 
a myriad of ills.  However, Lydia was also a 
staunch abolitionist.  To show her support for 
her Black friends, including Frederick Douglass, 
she left the First Methodist Church when the 
Pastor announced that “colored people do not 
go to heaven”.  Previous to this, her sister, Gu-
lielma Estes, was asked to leave the same church 
because she was seen walking arm in arm with 
Frederick.  Frederick Douglass was a frequent 
visitor at Lydia’s Western Avenue home.

11. THE LYDIA ESTES PINKHAM HOUSE
------- 
285 Western Avenue

“Pinkham House” (2014). Retrieved from U.S. Department of Inte-
rior, https://www.doi.gov/news/photos/new-national-historic-land-
marks-highlighting-americas-diverse-history-and-culture.



14. Frederick douglass
bandstand

------- 
On Lynn Common

13. Lynn Common
------- 

In 1886 Union Veterans from the Grand Army of 
the Republic, Lander Post #5 entertained Confed-
erate Veterans from the Robert E. Lee Camp of 
Richmond, Virginia in a reconciliation meeting 
on the common.  In the years following the Civil 
War, local residents were encouraged by a national 
reconciliation movement that aimed to mend di-
visions among Americans.  Through gatherings of 
Union and Confederate veterans in cities such as 
Lynn, both sides could acknowledge their shared 
sacrifice.  Such moments brought national healing 
in the years following the Civil War, but they also 
obscured some of the roots of the divisions in-
cluding slavery.

The first recorded speech given by Frederick 
Douglass was given in Lynn in October of 1841 
on Lynn Common.  Douglass lived in Lynn 
between 1841 and 1845 after having escaped 
slavery at 23 years old.  He said, “I am greatly 
embarrassed when I attempt to address an audi-
ence of white people.  I am not [used to speak-
ing] to them, and it makes me tremble when 
I do because I have always looked up to them 
with fear.  My friends, I have come to tell you 
something about slavery…”  After he left Lynn 
six years later, Frederick Douglass continued to 
work as an abolitionist leader and orator.  The 
bandstand was dedicated to him on September 
10, 1995.

“Bandstand, Lynn Common” (n.d.), Lynn Public Library. Retrieved from NOBLE Digital Heritage, 
https://digitalheritage.noblenet.org/noble/items/show/1526.



St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church was erected by Hon. Enoch Mudge and dedicated on 
November 2, 1881.  It was built of red granite quarried from his Swampscott estate at 
the cost of $250,000.00.  His funeral was the first to be held at the church.  The funeral 
of his son, Lieutenant Colonel Charles Redington Mudge, was held 20 years after he 
died at age 23 at the Battle of Gettysburg, on Culp’s Hill, on July 3, 1863.  He is buried 
in the garth of the church alongside his mother and father.  Lieutenant Colonel Mudge 
also took part in the battles at Winchester, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, 
and Beverly Ford. 

Lieutenant Mudge was born in New York City in 1839 and grew up in Lynn.  He gradu-
ated from Harvard College in 1860 and enlisted in the Union Army at the beginning of 
the war.  He served in the Second Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry.

15. GRAVE OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
      CHARLES REDINGTON MUDGE
------- 
Garth at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church



The George Washington Raddin 
House was built by a prosperous shoe-
making family and became a “station” 
on the Underground Railroad.  The 
Underground Railroad was a network 
of people who harbored formerly en-
slaved people in their homes and aided 
their escape to Canada.  It reached 
its peak between 1830 and 1865.  The 
house is located at 792 Boston Street.

16. GEORGE WASHINGTON  
      RADDIN HOUSE
------- 
792 Boston Street

For 82 year the boots worn by Abraham Lincoln on the night of his assassination re-
posed in Lynn with the Hatch family, first at 338 Summer Street and later, briefly, at 15 
Franklin Street.  After Lincoln died at the Peterson House, in a room rented by Private 
William Tilton Clark, his body was removed to the White House.  His boots were left 
behind.  Clark took the boots with him and used them to secure a loan from his friend 
Justin Harrison Hatch, of Lynn, who worked in Washington at the Treasury Depart-
ment.  They subsequently were passed down through the Hatch family until Justin’s 
granddaughter, Ruth, inherited them.  In 1947 she went to Washington, D.C. and donat-
ed them to Ford’s Theatre Museum.

17. LYNN’S CONNECTION WITH 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S BOOTS

------- 
338 Summer Street
15 Franklin Street



tour route

Start at St. Stephen’s Church, 74 S. Common Street
Head East on South Common Street

1. The Soldiers Monument is on your left.

Continue straight to City Hall Square
Continue East on Central Avenue
Turn Right onto Andrew Street

2. The GAR Hall is on your Left, at 58 Andrew 
Street

Continue on Andrew Street
Turn Left onto Market Street

3. The Lyceum Hall was located across from An-
drew Street, where Summer Street once extended

Continue on Market Street.

One of Frederick Douglass’ houses was located 
on the Left, on Harrison Court, after the railroad 
bridge

Turn Left onto Broad Street
Bear Left onto Union Street
Pass under the Railroad Bridge

4. The Railroad Station, where Frederick Douglass 
was removed from the train, was located on your 
right

Continue on Union Street
Turn Right onto Silsbee Street

5. The Friends Meeting House was located on the 
corner of Silsbee Street and Friend Street, on your 
left

6. The Quaker Cemetery is just past the site of the 
Meeting House, on the left, behind the buildings.

Continue on Silsbee Street
Silsbee Street crosses Broad Street to become Ne-
whall Street
Continue on Newhall Street

Frederick Douglass’ home was located on the left, 
across from Ferrar Street

Continue on Newhall Street
Turn Left onto West Baltimore Street
Continue on West Baltimore Street
Turn Left onto Nahant Street

7. Abbey Kelly Foster’s home was located at 15 
Nahant Street on your left

Turn Left onto Broad Street
Bear Right onto Exchange Street
Bear Right onto Willow Street
Turn Right onto Liberty Street
Turn Right onto High Street



8. Frederick Douglass’ first Lynn home was locat-
ed at the corner of High Street and Baldwin Street

Turn Left onto Baldwin Street
Turn Right onto Essex Street
Turn Left onto Rockaway Street
Turn Left onto High Rock Street
Turn Left onto Circuit Avenue

9. High Rock Tower is located at the top of the hill

10. The Stone Cottage is located just below the 
tower, on the slope of the hill

Continue back down Circuit Avenue
Turn Left onto High Rock Street
Turn Right onto Lawton Avenue
Turn Right onto Western Avenue

11. Lydia Pinkham House is located at 267 West-
ern Avenue, on your left, across from Churchill 
Place

Turn Left onto Cleveland Street
Turn Left onto Maple Street
Turn Right on to Ford Street
Turn Left onto Boston Street

Pine Grove Cemetery is located at 145 Boston 
Street, on your Right

Enter the Cemetery gates
Bear right at fork onto Main Avenue
Continue past chapel (on Left)
Bear Right onto Spruce Avenue
Continue past WWI plot (on Left)
Turn right at first street continue down hill
Bear Left onto Ailanthus Avenue
Continue past white Tool House (on Right)
Turn Right onto Elm Avenue
Continue up hill to Grand Army Lot

12. Civil War Monument is located in the G.A.R. 
plot

Continue around GAR Plot
Turn Left onto Red Oak Avenue
Continue on Birch Avenue
Turn Right onto Spruce Street
Turn Left onto Poplar Avenue
Turn Right and follow road around to front of 
chapel
Turn Right on to Main Avenue

Exit cemetery and turn Right onto Boston Street
Continue on Boston Street
Turn Left onto Franklin Street
Continue on Franklin Street
Turn Right onto North Common Street

13. The Lynn Common is located on your Left

14. The Frederick Douglass Memorial Bandstand 
is located on your left, on the Lynn Common

Continue on North Common Street
U-Turn left onto South Common Street
St. Stephen’s Church is on your Right

15. Grave of Colonel Charles R. Mudge, killed in 
action at Gettysburg is in the church’s garth 

Turn Left onto North Common Street.
Turn Right onto Mall Street.
Continue on Mall Street.
Turn Left onto Boston Street

16. The George Washington Raddin House is 
located on your Left at 792 Boston Street.

End of tour.


